HOME OF THE MONTH

Office

Five displays and 7.1 surround sound
make the office space sizzle in this
California desert home.
by Aren Schweiger, pholography by Michael Neveux
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The great room's 17-foothigh =
vaubied ond beamed ceilings added
to the home's Tuscan elegance ™
presented an acustic challenge =0
to instollafion company RNX
International. The family can set

the room’s six chandeliers and

necrly 20 throughout the home

easily, thanks fo scones
programmed inta the. AMX
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“The multiple TV setup in the office may
not be as cool as Elliot Carver's in Tommorrow
Never Dies, but it still has to be classified as
ool and funetional,” says the homeowner, with
a nod to Jonathan Pryce's bad-guy character
in the 1997 flick. The five televisions—a T0-
inch Sony Qualia rear-projection set along with
four 32-inch Seny LCDs—is definitely cool.
Throw in a surround-sound music system, iPod
docking station, Xperinet media server, AMX
wireless color touchpanel home control and
network router for the space, and you've got
one fully connected lair,

Mixing Work and Pleasure
Because the homeowner conducts most of his
business and spends most of the day in the
home office, it seemed natural that the room
would serve as the signature space for Indio,
CA-hased ENX International's comprehensive
installation approach. Aside from the office,
the company installed audin'video solutions in
everything from the master bath to the great
reom to the exercise reom to the kitchen to
the outdoor terrace.

As an avid golfer—virtually & prerequisite
for residency
homeowner cites the Golf Channel as a con-

n the Palm Springs area—the

stant on the displays, which he says are typ-
ically left on throughout the day Other main-
stays are Fox News, Bloomberg, CNN and,

since the room doubles as a prime viewing
space for his wife and kids as well, the Disney
Channel. During the workday, television audio
often gives muted way to tunes streamed from
an iPod and iPort Music System from Sonance.

The awdioiideo preamplifier and separate
chan-

power amp from Anthem fuel the 7.
nel surround-sound system in the office. The
setup includes three Genelee speakers, four
Thiel in-ceiling speakers and a 200-watt

Genelec subwoofer. There's plenty of thump

when the homeowner wants it, whether he's

on a lunch break and cranking up the iTunes
or enjoying a movie with the family
“That room serves multiple purposes, It's

a very comfortable office that's also built as

teuchparel.

a home theater,” he says. “The sound system
is powerful, and the fact that the T0-inch TV
is complemented by four 32-inch sets really
makes it a useful information center. Besides
being useful during the day, it's hard to get
around the killer enclave that it makes for
watching movies. I's a little like having a
nightelub sound system in an 800-square-foot
theater.”

Stepping Up
The uberpopular iPod supplies much of the
office and the entire home's music content,
with help from networked Apple computers
that allow for easy muskc transfer. Other audio
and video content, from sources such as CDs,
DVDs, VHS tapes and a cable DVR, is either
stored on or distributed by an Xperinet 1
terabyte hard drive server and an ADA Suite
16 system.

Sending music and video from a central

location o rooms throughout the house was
a priority for the homeowner and his family,
and they had an easy time eoordinating with
RNX on their wishes. This was the third home
RNX had outfitted for the owner, with a bit
more technology and gear added each time.
“He moved the bar up,” says RNX's Jon
Duncan. “The gear is a little more sophisti-
cated, His first house was very basic, and he
was single then, so he just wanted a surround

systern, House number two got more, but not
full-house control. This house has everything,
all integrated.”

That includes a secondary entertainment
setup in the great room that doesn't pack
quite the punch of the office system but could
rock many homes as a primary theater.
Another TO-inch Sony display is the center-
piece, this one a Grand Wega LCD rear-pro-
Jection set, with accompanying 5.1 surround
sound from James Loudspeaker for the front
left, right and center, and Bay Audio in-ceil-
ing speakers for the rear. “The great room is
mostly used for watching sports while mak-
ing dinner or to watch specific sporting events
if we have guests over. It's rarely used for

Blockbuster action heroes might get the glam-
our and the girls, but villains generally have
better gadgets. The James Bond series blurs
that line, with our hero enjoying his share of
cool stuff. But his enemies are no slouches
when it comes to evilly delicious technology
and futuristic hideouts, as this La Quinta,
CA-homeowner points to Bond villainy in
describing his own home office, whose
audio/video setup could make Goldfinger yearn

for a 21st century touch.

Mews, sports, movies—his homeowner can wasch ‘em all at
once on the Plkinch Sony Gualio ond four 32inch Scay TV
in his home office. He con contrel the rocm's video, oudic

and lighting from his desk via an AMY wirsless color
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A Chief dusharm swingout
maunt ollows family members

to welch the 23-4nch Seny LCD
from anywhere in the kitchen.
Music streomed from numercus
sources con Fow trough the
reom from o poir of rectengudar
Bay Audio inwall speakers

that blend info the wolls—yes,
that's ane behind the chandelier.
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BREAKING IT
DOWN

BRIGHT IDEA

Scenes progremmed info the Lufon ght-
ing system con be Iriggesed by AMX key-
pods end touthpanels. Some of the soenes
include s, 0 more bosic everydoy st
ting when the Fomily & heme; nouez, for
more ooented iluminatien o8 orees like
the outdoor temace, frost pattwoy ond
interior ortwerk; oad NTERTMENT By hum
o oll interior/exterior mosd lighting,
multiple firepleces oad the whole-honse
U Sysiem.

ULE

The eative fomily con vse the MMX con
tools, but the homeownes notes, “the best
thing is that the office conol con override
everything in the howse end that it is o
onewey situesion. Mo other room or corr
trol in the howse con epente the effice.”

The owtdose temace octs os en olbeacom
possing esterisinment oea, with o Bell
kischea and living room. The femily end
guests con wotch videos oa @ 40nch Soay
IV end listen 1o funes thioegh six By
badio in-ceiling speakers. Seaome mck
speskers era oko plonted outsids.

central system;
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audiofvideo control was high on the priority EQUIPMENT LIST
list. An AMX system provides the brains and DISPLAYS
backbone of the control, with its reach extend-  Fonesosic PHIFIES Kinch Pureflat Ssmwa TV
. st ; with bt DVD/VCR
ing to the family’s fingertips through keypads Sy NDS700006 7 ich Qoc LCD TV
and touchpanels throughout the residence.  Sony IOFAUERYS0 7Hnch Grond Woga LCO TV
Sony ID-IANSHSS Bbich TV
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When the entertainment or everyday activities
spill into the outdoor space or greal room ter-
race, the homeowners and guests can listen
to music, watch TV, set the lighting and even
control the swimming pool settings through
an AMX portable touchpane] or a keypad. “The
weather is so pleasant in our area that it allows
us to open the large sliding doors and expand
our entertaining space. The outdoor room is

Sony IDI-4OV200 40kinch T

Seay IVS2FS130 F20ch TV

Sooy VIS0 Khinch TV

Seoy ENSXRLE252000 324ach LD 14)
Sony EIS23A106 23inck LD TV
16 230X0R 23anck LD TV

AV CONPONENTS

DA Saite 16 1 2thorael i zons pose ol
DA Suite |6 cucia input cond

A Suie 16 precmplie ced

A Suite 1.6 video switthes cond

TR Sp eiborm N30 procespiter
really no different than the inside of the house, sber WS power o
minus the final perimeter wall,” the home- Imtegea OFRS.E AV roceiver
owner explains. “We have a full kitchen and 50 Mort xglomcoblebon (3)
4 d - e Fort Mk Sy (2)
living room outside, so it made sense to add o /M e

the AV there as well.”
At the press of a button on one of the

Youioet M2117 17578 hoed i
Yourinet MC2147 setwork et

. . SPEAKERS
many keypads and touchpanels, the home- Boy Ak 460 il speckers (4)
owners can trigger numerous activities within Boy Rudio 560 inwol speckers (4)
l!u: awtomation S)Sll.‘l.ll. including music sclct mﬂ;: ::::ng ]
tion, volume and settings for the Lutron lght- gy ks 585 e spenkes [6]
ing system, thanks o scenes programmed into  Bensec HT206 scive mesives (3]
the AMX control. For a large home designed pray iz e e e
Bay Audio inceiling speckers and o 4llinch Sony  with Persian rugs, antiques, beamed cathedral  Thlincelg speokers ()
TV odd an enteriaining element 1o the frequently ceilings, bold furniture, a half-dozen fireplaces  (ONTROL
MK Mo DALS keypeeks (7]

used greot room herrace, which is essensiolly an

outdoor living room. Music and video con be

and loads of decorative Hghting, it was essen-
tial that the homeowners have an easy time

AL VP50 touchponels ()
AV Wadend rouniponel oned system with KE3000
I wontrolier

selected from an AMX touchpanel that controls mood and i ] gnhance- e
the Xparint harddrive medio server and cokle ments, ?“"‘fmwm‘""j
bosxes soced in @ builkin equipment rack “The lighting system is a must. Nothing i“'(éls?é‘lknl\:iwkdwmbqewﬂcb‘
kills the look of a wall like 15 switches in & ki Thermal Menogement cooliog system kit
row |where] no one remembers which switch m‘mmﬂm‘&\mm
movies, as we prefer the office theater sys- works what,” the homeowner says. “There are  pod Guy's Powss Comgony 5005 powss
tem,” the homeowner says. “Sometimes it has  a few entertainment settings for the lighting ioedenet
‘E' a little too much Food Network on it; from system, and they all offer a varied look to the x:mmm
1 Chef on a Thdinch TV is a litthe aggressive, zones, 28 well as to the outside. With nearly  Progressive Mokstig TV wel meuet
i But my wife is a phenomenal chef, so maybe 20 chandeliers, it would be easy to let the (0 Bemetoetued ot
: it's a small price to pay.” lighting get away from you and feel like we're
E living in an airport.” STSTEM DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
: Around the Home Instead, these desert dwellers can tap one m":"""“'
- Cooking, dining and entertaining are common button and instantly fire up some songs, 3 gwwesee
. activittes the homeowners often share with movie or some mood lighting in virtually any
i guests, so convenience in accessing and room of the house. They're conveniences that
' I lighting and distri d could make even a Bond villain jealous. EH
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